SANRU National Collogue 2003
Compiled by Dr Franklin Baer
The backbone of DR Congo’s health system is comprised of decentralized health zones. The USAID-funded SANRU I project played a key role helping to create the first health zones as part of the five-year (1982-1987) health plan of the MOH. The SANRU I and II projects (1981-1991), were managed for the MOH and USAID by the Medical Office of the Protestant Church of Congo (ECC). In addition to assisting the creation of health zones, the project became well-known for hosting a conference every two years for representatives from the 100 project-assisted health zones. This seminal event provided a platform for exchanging experiences, best practices and lessons learned, and for the formulation of recommendations for the coming year. It is often cited as one of the crowning achievements of the SANRU project. 
The last conference hosted by SANRU II was in 1989. A conference in 1991 was planned, but never took place due to increasing political turmoil. In later 1991 the SANRU projects were suspended with the close the USAID’s offices. It was not until the SANRU III project (2000-2006) that another SANRU conference took place in 2003, and which marked the first time in 14 years many of the that health zones representatives were able to meet together. 
More than 200 representatives came from health zones that at that time were still within Rebel-controlled areas. The conference them was “Let’s Rebuild Primary Health Care in DR Congo.” This conference was historic in marking the re-uniting of colleagues and efforts across the country for the rebuilding of the More than 200 health zone representatives from USAID-funded (SANRU III project) and World Bank-funded (PMURR project) meet at Ngandu Conference Center in Kinshasa. The following pictures are taken from the SANRU 2003 National Colloquium (August 2003).
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Banner displaying the Conference Theme – “Let’s Rebuild Primary Health Care in DR Congo”
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The plenary conference hall showing the 200+ participants.
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	Dr. Maurice H. King, author of “Medical Care in Developing Countries” was a keynote speaker for the Conference
	Confrence participants spent three days exchanging ideas an plans for rebuilding DRC’s primary health care system.
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The “Anciens Vivants” (aka Living Ancestors) of SANRU Pictured left to right are: Dr. Sambe Duale – SANRU II project Director; Dr. Miatudila Malonga – SANRU I MOH Rep.; Dr. Franklin Baer – SANRU I/II Project Manager; and Dr. Kalambay Kalula – SANRU II MOH Rep.
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SANRU Leaderships Awards were presented to a dozen participants. Picture here the Minister of Health, the Honorable Dr Jean Yagi Sitolo, accepts the award on behalf of the Ministry of Health.
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ECC and SANRU have been a key health sytems development partner for the MOH since SANRU I. Pictured here at the time of SANRU III are (left to right): Dr. Ngoma Mezi (Leon) Kintaudi, SANRU III Project Director; Mgr. Pierre Marini Bodho, President of ECC; and Honorable Dr Jean Yagi Sitolo, Minister of Health
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IMA World Health was the prime contractor for SANRU III with the ECC medical office (aka SANRU) as an implementing partner. IMA leadership was provided by Dr. Lawrence Sthreshley, IMA World Health Congo Director (left) and Dr. Bill Clemer, SANRU III Project Manager. 
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Tony Gambino, USAID Director, provided strong and uncessing support of the SANRU III project and USAID-funded efforts to revitalize health zones and primary health care in DR Congo.
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Dr. Daniel Fountain (1930-2013) was a missionary pioneer for primary health care who developed one of the first decentralized health zones at Vanga.
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The conference even included an evening of “SANRU” Bingo where the traditional B-I-N-G-O call letters were replaced by S-A-N-R-U.
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Mme. Alice Ndombe (left) and Dr. Marie-Claude Mbuyi (right) shared Lessons Learned from Vanga health zone during the SANRU conference. 
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Dr. Felix Minuku, SANRU III Technical Director and Ph. Donald Padgett of IMA World Healht share fond remembrances of the work of the SANRU II project.
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The Conference featured a parade of more than 30 new vehicles funded by the World Bank PMURR project destined to support the superivsion work in Health Zones across DRC.
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Mme. Nlaba Nsona accepted a SANRU leadership award on behalf of her husband Marc Nlaba Nsona who served as the director of the SANRU I project.
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Dr. Kambale Sadraka Soheranda was one of twenty particpants who received a commenorative SANRU watch for many years of health zone service. Dr. Kambale, shown here with Dr. Leon Kintaudi (SANRU III director). has served as the Medical Director of the Health Zone of Oicha since 1982 (and in still in place in 2013).
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