Pictures from the SANRU I & II Projects (1981-1991)
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The SANRU I & II projects were well-known for the hosting national health conferences for representatives from the project-assisted health zones. These pictures are from the 1986 conference.  In this picture Mr. Nlaba Nsona, Director of the SANRU project, is standing at the microphone making his opening remarks for the conference.
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M. Nlaba Nsona was a nurse by training. As medical director of the Protestant Church of Congo Medical Office he, in collaboration with the Galloways and Richard Thornton, took the initiative to propose and design the Basic Rural Health Project. 
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In the picture above Dr. Franklin Baer (right) chats with Dr. Luvivila, Director of the MOH Primary Health Care Direction during the 1986 SANRU National Conference. Dr. Luvivila’s leadership within the Ministry of Health to prioritize project assistance for primary health care and developing health zones was a key element in the success of the SANRU Basic Rural Health Project.
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Dr. Franklin Baer served as project manager for the SANRU Basic Rural Health Project for ten years (1981-1991). Prior to that he and his wife Retha served for seven years as volunteers with Mennonite Central Committee. From 1976-1979 he helped to create the pilot health zone of Vanga which served as a model developing the SANRU project. He is seen here standing at his Apple //c computer. Most of the implementation of the SANRU project and the development of the MOH’s health zone database was completed on this laptop (which he still has today).
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Mr. Richard Thornton (right) was a young population health officer at USAID when he led the design process for the Basic Rural Health Project (aka SANRU project). His vision of creating a “project of projects” managed by the Protestant Church of Congo Medical Office on behalf of USAID and the MOH established an innovative model for project management that resulted in the successful implementation of SANRU I & II projects (1981-1991) and the creation of 100 of the countries’ 306 health zones. Mr. Thornton is seen here inspecting the rehabilitation of a health facility with unidentified persons.
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Rev. Ralph Galloway and his wife Florence Gallowy (midwife) were long-term missionaries with the Presbyterian Church USA. While working at the Protestant Church of Congo Medical Office with Mr. Nlaba Nsona they played a key role in collaborating with Mr. Richard Thornton in the design of the SANRU Basic Rural Health Project. Rev. Galloway single-handedly handle all local project financial transactions for the first two years of SANRU I, while Florence was the training coordinator, with a special focus on the training of traditional birth attendants in collaboration with the American College of Nurse Midwives.
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Dr. Franklin Baer (right), project manager of the SANRU project, presents an overview of the SANRU project to Senator Sam Nunn (left) during one of his visits to Congo. Mrs. Nancy Warlick (center) a Presbyterian missionary was facilitated the meeting.
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Some of the key contributors to the SANRU I & II  project are seen here during an encounter in Kinshasa in 1986. From left to right are:
1) Dr. Luvivila, Director of the MOH Primary Health Care Direction
2) Dr. Kashala, Dean of the Unikin School of Public Health
3) Dr. Robert Franklin, Tulane University visiting professor
4) Dr. Lusamba Dikassa, Professor of the UNIKIN School of Public Health
5) Dr. Miatudila Malonga, MOH Representative to the SANRU I project
6) Dr. Franklin Baer, Project Manager for the SANRU I & II Projects.
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